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Faithful Risks 

 We’re reaching the end of our five-week Living Generously series, and in 
the final installment of the video series that was viewed together in the small 
groups, there is a discussion of the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30).   
In this parable, a master entrusts three of his servants with different amount of 
money (a “talent” is a word from ancient Greek that refers a specific amount of 
money that is quite large, about nine years’ wages).  One servant is given five 
talents.  Another is given two talents.  A third is given one talent. 
 

 When the master returns, the one who had been given five talents had 
invested it and produced five more.  The master is pleased and says “Well done, good 
and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of 
many things; enter into the joy of your master.” (Matthew 25:21)  The one who had 
been given two talents had made two more, and the master is equally pleased, 
praising him just as he had praised the one who had turned five talents into ten. 
 

 The third person, however, had done nothing with the talent given to him.  
He said he acted out of fear: “I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground.  
Here you have what is yours.” (Matthew 25:25)  The master is incensed, saying that 
he had done even less than the minimum – he hadn’t even invested the money 
with bankers who would have paid interest.  The master angrily takes the talent 
from him, calls him “worthless” and orders that he be thrown “into the outer 
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” (Matthew 25:30)  Put 
simply, the master was furious that the talent he had entrusted to his servant had 
not been used for the benefit of the master.  He was angry that it had been buried 
in the ground. 
 

 The message couldn’t be clearer for us.  What has been entrusted to us:  
our time, our material resources, our creativity, our intellect – all these things were 
given to us to be used for God’s purposes.  When we use these gifts solely for 
ourselves, we may as well be burying them. 
 

 The challenge is equally clear: will you choose to live more generously, 
devoting more of what you have been given to the things of God?  How will you 
respond? 
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 The Church isn’t the only way to respond.  You can respond by 
devoting yourself to acts of charity.  By devoting more of your energy toward 
making the world a better, safer, more peaceful place.  
  

 You can also respond through the church.  We are in need of people 
who are willing to serve: we need people to work in or with the Church School 
(Sunday School), Vacation Bible Camp, and Family Ministries.  We need to 
expand our hospitality on Sundays – from staffing welcome tables to helping 
clean up in the kitchen.  We need people to participate in and even host/lead 
small groups.  We would love to expand our participation in missions that serve 
the community and the world at large.   
 

 And yes, we need people to step up in their giving.  The Bible teaches  
us to tithe – to give ten percent of our income toward God’s purposes.  If you 
aren’t tithing, will you acknowledge that this is God’s desired goal for you?  Will 
you take a step forward now?  If a tithe is too much to do all at once, you could 
try increasing your commitment by one percent of your income. 
 

 Most of all, we need people to step up and create new ways for us to 
respond to God’s call on our lives.  Could there be an awesome new program 
through which people will connect to God and to each other – but this program 
doesn’t exist yet because we don’t know about the gift you have to create it? 
 

 We want to know how you plan to live more generously.  If you want to 
volunteer to help in a specific area of church life, or if you want to increase your 
financial commitment, or if you have an idea for a faith-centered program that 
you could create, send an email to generous@englewoodpres.org. 
 

Don’t bury your talent in the ground.  Live generously, and take hold of 
the life that really is life.   
  

Peace and blessings, 
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From the Choir Room 

CROSSROADS 
Come and check out the CROSSROADS contemporary worship on Sunday evenings 
at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel.  It’s casual, lively, and fun, with a great band led by Jane 
Kelly Williams and the same great message as Sunday morning (with media).  It’s a 
great alternative – give it a try and invite your friends! Please note that Crossroads 
does not meet in July; after June 29th Crossroads will resume on August 3.  

SUMMER CHOIR 
If you would like to sing with the Chancel Choir, but don’t have the time for a  
weekly commitment, the Summer Choir is for you. They rehearse and sing one  
Sunday of each month during the Summer. We meet at 10 a.m. to rehearse and sing 
for worship at 11 a.m. You are welcome to come for one or come for all, just be pre-
pared to enjoy yourself. The first Summer Choir Sunday is June 29. 

FOUR MORE WEEKS! 
It’s not too late to come sing with the Chancel Choir for the final four weeks of  
the season. Rehearsals are Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. 

CHOIR/USHER LUNCHEON 
Our annual end of the season social takes place at the Manse on Sunday, June 22,  
at 1 p.m.  Chef Rich Hong will display his culinary talents and provide a memorable 
feast for us. See you there! 

90 SECOND SERMON 
Check out the 90 Second Sermon – a brief, engaging version of the sermon being  
produced each week by Rich and Kellie.  Well-suited for sharing with friends via email  
or Facebook, we hope you’ll find it interesting not just for yourself but as a way to start  
faith conversations with friends and family.  Access the videos from our preliminary  
website at www.90secondsermon.com. 
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YOUTH GROUP 
The Youth Group with Chair, Katie Bigler, met on May 25 to organize their mission, 
with Katie as Project Manager, to host Family Promise homeless families on Sunday,  
July 20. The Youth will be hosting Coffee & Conversation on June 22 when we recognize 
high school graduates and thank the teachers of our children and youth.  Other topics of  
discussion were sponsoring the Pumpkin Patch again in October and choosing Project  

Managers for this mission.  There was a report from Project Manager Carolina Zuluaga on the Read to Feed Heifer 
program which produced more than 2,000 books now on the shelves at Bergen Family Center in their new Library 
for children. They also talked about some summer activities and summer opportunities to serve their church.  

 
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY IS JUNE 8  
Pray for Lauren Bigler, Paloma Camacho, Emily Kahn, Joshua Kahn, Lizzy Palo, Jack Smolen  
and Michael Smolen who are on this faith journey with Rev. Hong and their mentors, Yvonne 
Crichton, Linsy Farris, Linda Heitner, Ruth Levy, and Ken Stevens.  The Parents will host a  
reception following the Worship Service.     

 
COLLEGE ESSAY WRITING WORKSHOP 
On Sunday, June 8, at 12:45 p.m. the Family Ministry Team will sponsor a college Essay  
Writing Workshop for our youth taught by Elena Sepulveda. 

 
SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL begins on June 8 in the Chapel. “AWESOME  
ADVENTURES: Paul’s Amazing Quest” will explore New Testament stories of Paul’s amazing 
ministry. Jake and Anna will lead our group of adventurers as they follow Paul across many 
miles. Paul’s message? Believe in Jesus!  

 

         Dorothy VanderWerf, Activities Director 

Children, Youth, & Family Connection 

MUSIC THEATRE CAMP 
 

MUSIC THEATRE CAMP will be offered again in August as a wonderful opportunity  
for 3rd to 8th graders, directed by Margot Bennett and Amanda Bogacz and other gifted 
young adults in the arts. The dates are August 11 to 15. Registration will begin soon for  
this Camp. 

VACATION BIBLE CAMP 
 

VACATION BIBLE CAMP will also be offered in August for children of 3 ½ years  
to 7th graders. The “Workshop of Wonders: Imagine & Build with God” will be a  
discovery of how the ordinary becomes extraordinary with God and we’ll meet Rivet, 
our playful VBC puppet. Watch for the dates and times.  
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WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS 
We’ll continue this great gathering through Wednesday,  
June 25th!  

FPC hosts free children’s yoga every Wednesday in this drop-in time of play.  Featuring Adra from the popular 
We Play Yoga, Wonderful Wednesdays begins each playful yoga session with learning the Lord’s Prayer  
with our bodies.  Bring a friend and enjoy!  Email Pastor Kellie with any questions at kellie@englewoodpres.org. 
 

Come visit this FPC space that serves to stir the creative spirit! @FPC  
THE ART LOFT UPDATE  

Thanks everyone for a wonderful first year of our upstairs FPC space known as The Art Loft!  
The creative juices were flowing each week with scores of preschoolers enjoying the space. Look for Fall details 
and the addition of adult classes to stir the spirit of creativity. Have a class you’d like to see on your mind? Pastor 
Kellie would love to hear! 

FAMILY PICNIC: SAVE THE DATE  
Saturday, June 21, 12pm - 2pm, at the Manse. 
 

Pastor Rich is flipping burgers and hot dogs – come join the fun and drop by  
the Manse and celebrate the great year at FPC! 

PRESCHOOL/KINDERGARTEN NOW ACCEPTING  
APPLICATIONS 

 

First Presbyterian Preschool and Kindergarten is now currently accepting applications  
for the 2014-2015 school year. We offer half day & full day classes for children 2 1/2 yrs -  

Kindergarten. Please contact Terry at 201-568-3042 or visit our website, www.fppkschool.com  
to learn more about our warm & nurturing cooperative school. 

CHURCH CAMP JOHNSONBURG HAS SUMMER OPENINGS! 
There are Summer Church Camps for all ages: Half-Week & Full-Week Camps, Family Camp & 
Events, Small Group Camping, Challenge Camps by Choice, Non-Competitive Camps! Camp J  

is a ministry of 7 New Jersey Presbyteries including ours with a mission to create a place apart where  
all people can experience God’s love in a welcoming Christian community! Brochures are available and  
we offer a $200 scholarship from your Christian Education Committee to help with summer camp  
registration. 
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CENTER FOR DISCOVERY & DISCIPLESHIP 
 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Sunday mornings, 10:00 a.m. each week through June 15 in the East Room.  
Child care available. 
 

We really encourage you to try the Sunday Bible Study each week. In this study 
we review the text that forms the basis of the sermon that day, illuminating 
issues of history, context, and translation that affect the interpretation of the 
story into a message for us.  You’ll understand more of the background that 
undergirds the sermon in a setting where you get to know some of your fellow 
worshippers better. After June 15 the Sunday morning study will resume on September 7. 

 
FIRST THURSDAY STUDY GROUP 
Thursday, June 5 at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room. 
 

Please join us for an interesting and enlightening time as Rev. Hong leads us as we continue a study and 
discussion of classic doctrines in Christian theology.  To celebrate the conclusion of our program year, we 
invite you to stay and enjoy a brown-bag lunch together; please bring your own lunch and desserts will  
be provided. 

 
BIBLE BASICS: “IS ANYBODY THERE?” UNDERSTANDING THE EXODUS 

Tuesday June 24, 7 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
 

Ever wondered if God was really listening? Join us for this special Bible study and see 
how the Old Testament books of Exodus and Deuteronomy help us answer the question 
“Is Anybody There?” and give us hope. This Bible Basics class is perfect for people who 
are brand new to Christianity as well as those have been studying the Bible for years.  

DRAWING, SEEING, AND THINKING 
Drawing, Seeing, and Thinking is an art class for first time artists 
and those with prior experience. The class will teach you how  
to draw – it will help you do it better and with much joy!  
Elaine VanOst, member of our church and artist, offers this  
opportunity, if you are interested. She says that you will use pencils, 
charcoal, felt tip markers, and some paint colors and materials you may never have used before. The  
4 sessions will begin in the Fall for anyone 14 years and older. There is a form to fill out to indicate  
your interest and when you would be available.  

News for the Congregation 

June 2014 
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COMMUNICATION: THE KEY TO UNDERSTANDING  
BEHAVIORS ON SUNDAY, JUNE 8  

 Caring for a person with Dementia/Alzheimer’s disease may present challenges.  The  
 ability to make sense of difficult behaviors can make your job as a caregiver easier and may 

 improve quality of life – for everyone involved.  Learn how to avoid unnecessary arguments 
and recognize the triggers which may result in aggressive or risky behaviors.  In addition, learn communication 
techniques to effectively respond to repetitive actions, recognition difficulties, and anxious or agitated feelings. 
The Deacons sponsor this presentation by Amy E. Matthews, Associate Director of Education & Training,  
Alzheimer’s Association of New Jersey, on Sunday, June 8 at 12:45 p.m. in the Chapel for the congregation. 
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HOSTING FAMILY PROMISE 
FAMILY PROMISE is coming in JULY. Sunday, the 20th through Sunday, August 3rd we will  
host homeless families in Elmore Hall providing dinner, a safe place to sleep, and food for their  
breakfast and lunch before they go back to the Center which is located at the Methodist Church in 
Ridgewood. We host with 5 other congregations and soon we will be asking you to be an overnight 
host and provide meals for the families. 

THANKS TO CROP WALKERS FOR HUNGER AND  
THEIR SPONSORS   

Thanks to Carol Cornell who is our recruiter of walkers and serves the East Bergen  
CROP Walk by providing many of the arrangements such as marking the path, setting up 
registration and providing refreshments for the walkers. Tracey Fraser and John Fraser  

serve as the Treasurers and we thank them all for their many hours of service to our church and to the community 
at-large for this important mission. The children of our church raised about $150 on their Mini-Walk for Hunger!  

OUTDOOR LABYRINTH  

The OUTDOOR LABYRINTH is marked by pavers and is available for a quiet walk or a time of 
reflection at all times located directly behind Elmore Hall. Come often during the nice weather  
to walk and pray in the out-of-doors. The PRAYER LOFT on the second floor is also open for a 
reflective and meaningful journey. Go up the stairs just inside the office door and to the right you 

will find the entrance.  These two places are created to enrich your spiritual journey. 



 

GIVEAWAY WAS REWARDING AND  
WE THANK YOU! 
 

Charlene Niland and Elena Sepulveda thank the entire Church Staff, all the people who donated their time and 
items for a successful Giveaway again! There were 70 volunteers who helped make this happen! Amazing work! 
There were 140 shoppers from 11 local agencies with most from Center for Food Action, Baby Basics, Vantage 
Health, and Loaves and Fishes, a Monday food program at Bethany Presbyterian in Englewood.    
            - Your Giveaway Gals    

COPE: CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 
In partnership with the Bergen Family Center / Thursday, June 19, 7:00-9:00 pm, in the East Room. 
 

Are you feeling the stress of being a caregiver for a sibling, parent, or an adult child?  If you are a 
caregiver looking for resources – or a space to get it all out - come to COPE: FPC’s Caregivers’ 

Support Group, led by Sheila Shur, LSW.  Sheila is the Elder Care Supervisor for the Bergen Family Center.  
COPE will provide you with a compassionate circle of men and women who support one another in our care of 
others.  Our speaker for June will be Vivian Green Korner, a Certified Dementia Care practitioner who will help 
us learn to deal with the challenging behaviors of loved ones with dementia.  Please feel free to forward this invitation 
to others you know who are feeling the burden of caring for others. All are welcome.  Light refreshments will be served. 

MONTHLY GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP  
Join us for our final gathering on Tuesday June 3rd at 7 p.m.  
 

The FPC Grief Support Group is open to anyone in our FPC community or our wider  
neighborhood community who is grieving and experiencing the loss of someone meaningful to 
them. Grounded in our Christian faith, this monthly group will focus on a different topic each 
month. Help us spread the word. Drop-ins welcome. For more information email Rev. Kellie 
Anderson-Picallo or check the FPC Web site. A note that this Fall we will begin a 12-week GriefShare program 
and we invite you to share this with any friends or neighbors who have experienced the loss of a loved one.  
Please send inquiries to the FPC office or to Pastor Kellie.  
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THANK YOU to the 140 Congregants who joined the Deacons at the PARISH  
CONNECTION BRUNCH on May 4!  The 17 Deacons hosted a scrumptious Brunch and  
enjoyed the fellowship around each of their tables, making new friends and sharing stories with 
each other. 

THANK YOU to the 15 people who gave life-saving blood on May 4.  The Community 
Blood Services was very happy with the turn out and the Deacons are pleased to be able to sponsor 
the Blood Drive. 



 

Other News 

HEALTHY SUMMERTIME EATING   
Adult Explorations, Friday, June 27th, 7 PM, Elmore Hall     
COME LEARN AND TASTE! 
 

What a great program of learning and tasting we've got planned with Kathleen  
Lewandowski returning to FPC once again!  The birds are singing, there is sun,  
not snow, so let's spring into action in the kitchen!  We'll LEARN and TASTE her  

new ideas while we stash away the slow-cooker! Kathleen, now the Culinary Demo Specialist for Whole Foods 
Market, is a culinary professional with a certificate from the Institute of Culinary Education in NYC. She has  
engaged Whole Foods in supporting First Presbyterian Church with her programs and their donations! In  
her "spare time," her specialties include at-home cooking parties, food styling, recipe testing, and custom  
cookie/cupcake baking. You MUST RSVP by Wed., June 25th, so that we may all enjoy the "tastings."  
Contact: office@englewoodpres.org or Mibs Wagner to ensure a space for you. 

THURSDAY NIGHT ADULTS PLAY BASKETBALL in Elmore Hall 
from 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. every Thursday in June! 

BRING FOOD TO FIRST ON FIRST SUNDAY OF THE 
MONTH: JUNE 1 & JULY 6. 
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SINGLES CONNECTION – MONDAY,  JUNE 23TH POOL 
PARTY/POTLUCK PICNIC  4 – 9 P.M. 
 

Come to Mediterranean Towers South, 2000 Linwood Ave., Fort Lee, where hostess Mibs 
Wagner invites you to enjoy a refreshing swim, share your potluck supper, and enjoy the end of the year celebration.  
If weather is good, you’ll enjoy the large pool, only 4’4” deep, and the diving pool for big adventure!  Locker rooms, 
chaises, tables & chairs, and even grills are ready for you!  IF weather doesn’t cooperate, inside we go to the 
community room and Mibs’ condo to finish the year. RSVPs are required – contact Dorothy at the church.   
Drinks and dessert will be provided. Don’t miss this fun evening. For those who work later and can’t get out early, 
get here as soon as you can because the pool is open until 8 p.m.  Foods, suits, and towels required!  Come enjoy 
the company and picnic – getting wet is NOT required!  



 

People You Know 
LOVE AND SYMPATHY TO: Arlene Mattis and her family on the death of her brother, Phillip Johnson, on May 4. 

Rev. Hong participated in the Memorial Service which was on May 17 in the Bronx. 
 
LOVE AND SYMPATHY TO: Yvonne Crichton whose cousin died recently. 

 
LOVE AND SYMPATHY TO: Ruth Bonapace whose father died recently. 

 
BAPTISM BLESSINGS TO: James Sungjae Kim, son Philip and Mia Kim, who was baptized on May 11, 2014.  

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR COLLEGE GRADUATES: Toni Petioni, Angela Okorie, Julie Fill, Elisabeth Frankel, 

Amanda Bogacz and Cyndi Kumor who received her Master’s Degree in Theatre Studies. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES WHO WILL BE GRADUATING IN JUNE: Katie Bigler, 

Nicole Burrowes, Matthew Garrison, and Andrew Troya. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO: Anna Koch, Gwen Mcloud, and Stuart Soyster who each celebrated their 90th birthday! 

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO: Linsy Farris and Ed Koch who were recognized by the congregation on May 18th for  

their many, many years of service as usher captains. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO: Chris and Alice Broaddus on the birth of their son, Christopher, on May 8, 2014. 
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FPC ON THE WEB 

In addition to our new Web site, don’t forget that our sermons are available  
on our Podcast, accessible at no cost through the iTunes store, through our  
Web site, or directly at fpce.podbean.com. You can also keep up with FPC  
by joining our Facebook page (just search for First Presbyterian Church of 
Englewood), follow us on Twitter (@fpcenglewood), or check-in on Foursquare. 

JULY NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE ON TUESDAY, 
JUNE 17TH. 
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